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PART III 

 
THE BIGGER CONVERSATION 
EXPAND CONVERSATIONS AND CONNECT TO SUBTHEMES 

 

READ BOOKS 
CREATE AN INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM READING LIBRARY 

Introduce books that highlight diverse stories and experiences, such as ​My Hair is a 

Garden​ by Cozbi A. Cabrera, to launch a conversation about the ways hair and identity 

overlap. Find a read-aloud video ​here. 

OTHER WORKS OF ART 
View the work of visual artists whose works explore similar ideas about hair and identity. 

Here are two artists whose work we encourage you to share and discover with your 

students. 

https://books.google.com.do/books/about/My_Hair_is_a_Garden.html?id=T86DDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com.do/books/about/My_Hair_is_a_Garden.html?id=T86DDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://youtu.be/j8uRTczFtrU


Artist ​Lorna Simpson​ (b. 1960) has created work that explores the history of African 

American Hairstyles and conventions of beauty. Look closely at images from the artist’s 

Collage Series​, (2012-2018) with students. 

Firelei Báez​ is an artist of Haitian and Dominican ancestry. Her work has often explored 

her identity as an Afro-Latina through the incorporation of nature, fantasy, and Caribbean 

folklore. Some of Báez’s works have been inspired by her own ​transition to natural hair​. 

CURRENT EVENTS 
Make connections and encourage understanding of Zoey’s experience in the film 
with national and global current news stories. 

ARTICLES TO SHARE & DISCUSS 

Black Girls At Mass. School Win Freedom To Wear Hair Braid Extensions​ – Washington 

Post 

South Africa’s Clicks Beauty Stores Raided After ‘racist’ Hair Advert​ – BBC News 

 
FURTHER READING 
A Brief History of Hair Politics and Discrimination​ – Teen Vogue 

The Connection Between Hair and Identity in Black Culture​ – C+R Research 

Identity at the Root of Black Hairstyles​ – Register Herald 

Let’s Talk​ [PDF] – Teaching Tolerance’s guide to discussing race, racism and other 

difficult topics with students 
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https://lsimpsonstudio.com/collages
https://www.jamescohan.com/artists/firelei-baez?view=slider#3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2017/05/22/black-girls-at-mass-school-win-freedom-to-wear-hair-braid-extensions/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-54055814
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/a-brief-history-of-black-hair-politics-and-discrimination
https://www.crresearch.com/blog/connection-between-hair-and-identity-black-culture
https://www.register-herald.com/news/life/identity-at-root-of-black-hairstyles/article_f5151334-cf4c-536a-b24f-d0263d002f45.html
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/TT%20Difficult%20Conversations%20web.pdf
http://classroom.nyicff.org/

